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SUBJECT: COPTIC DISQUIT GROWING 

REF: CAIRO 15005 

1 . SINCE PRIMIN SALIM'S HE, I .WAN MEETING (REFTEL) DURING 
WHICH PRIMIN, COPTIC BISHOP AND MUSLEM LEADER ARGUED 
CASE FOR "BROTHERHOOD OF CROSS AND CRESCENT" IN LOFTY 
TERMS, GOE HAS MADE NO PUBLIC EFFORT TO EASE MUSLEM-COPTIC 
TENSON. PRESS BAN ON MENTION OF INCIDENTS DOES, HOWEVER, 
CONTINUE. FOREXAMPLE, WEEKLY COPTIC JOURNAL WATAN 
CONTINUED ESCHEW SECTARIAN THEMES IN FAVOR OF NATIONAL 
EVENTS AND FEATURED MAJOR EDITORIAL ON NATIONAL UNITY 
PROMINENTLY ON FRONT PAGE. IN PUBLIC, COPTIC LEADERSHIP 
HAS BEEN AVOIDING DIRECT REFERENCE TO INCIDENTS, 

REAL OR RUMORED, AND ANY TRACE OF CRITICISM OF GOE HANDLING 

2. WIDESPREAD RUMORS. ON POPULAR LEVEL COPTIC CONGREGA- 
TIONS ARE APPARENTLY HEARING, AND IN AT LEAST SOME CASES 
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BELIEVING ALARMIST TALK. GOOD EXAMPLE IS ONE CHURCH 
IN PREDOMINATE Y MUSLEM NEIGHBORHOOD WHERE PRIESTS TELLING 
FAITHFUL THAT MUSLIMS WANT TO CREATE THEOCRACY ON LIBYAN 
OR SAUDI MODEL. THEY ARGUE THIS MEANS SUFFERING IN 
STORE FOR CHRISTIANS IN FORM OF IMPOSITION OF ISLAMIC 
LAW INCLUDING DEATH FOR APOSTASY, HAND CHOPPING, ETC. 

PRIESTS ARE REPORTEDLY SAYING THAT COPTIC LEADERSHIP 
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BELIEVES ARMED STRUGGLE WILL BE NECESSARY TO DEFENCD RIGHT 
TO LIVE UNDER CIVIL LAW AND EVEN SUGGESTING COPTS MOVE 
OUT OF MUSLIM NEIGHBORHOODS AND SET UP DEFENSIBLE 
STRONGHOLDS. 

3. RAMADAN ATMOSPHERE ALSO UNHELPFUL. MUCH OF TV 
PROGRAMMING IS OF HYPER-FERVENT TONE AND SOME OF IT 
SHOWS CHILDREN IN ADVANCE STATE OF RELIGIOUS 
ENTHRALLMENT. 

5. ON SEPTEMBER 12 AMBASSADOR RECEIVED TWO UNSIGNED 

LETTERS FROM "CHRISTIANS IN EGYPT”. FIRST STATED WAVE 

OF PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS SWEEPING EGYPT AND COMPLAINED 

OF LEGISLATION BEING ENACTED. LETTER ALSO CLAIMED THAT 

CHURCHES BEING BURNED AND THAT SAFETY AND PROPERTY OF CHRISTIANS IN 

JEOPARDY. 

IT ASKED THAT THIS "FLAGRANT VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS" BE 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER S ATTENTION. SECOND LETTER ALLEGED IN 
CIDENTS OF A CHURCH AND HOME BEING BURNED NEAR FAYUN AND THAT 
POLICEMEN IN PROVINCE OF FA YUM DOING NOTHING TO PROTECT 
CHRISTIANS. THIS LETTER ALSO ASKED THAT SITUATION BE BROUGHT TO 
ATTENTION PRESIDENT CARTER. IN ONE OF FEWIQRESS MENTIONS 
OF TENSIONS, AKHBAR AL YOM ON SEPTEMBER 10 CARRIED LETTER TO EDITOR 
STATING THAT "CIVIL WAR WILL BE BREAK OUT EGYPT" 

AND THAT "THOSE WHO SUCCESS IN DESTROYING 
LEBANON WITH SECATARIASIM WILL FAIL IN EGYPT." 
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5. COMMENT: GOE MUST DEAL WITH EXTREMIST ELEMENTS 
BOTH MUSLIM AND COPTIC COMMUNITIES AND THUS FAR HAS 
PREFERRED TO D SO BEHIND THE SCENES. IT MAY BE WAITING FOR 
END OF RAMADAR FESTIVITIES TO TAKE MORE PUBLIC ACTION 
BUT INCREASING TENSIONS AND RUMORMONGERING THAT COUNTRIBUTE 
TO THEM DEMAND SOME FIRM PUBLIC ACTION SOON. 

6. 1 INTEND TO RAISE THE MATTER WITH THE PRIME MINISTER 
DURING MY NEXT VISIT TO OBTAIN HIS ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION. 

EILTS 
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